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What we can offer

Learning Plus is our education project, a Cheshire East Alternative Education provision, which
works with young people who are severely struggling with the challenges of mainstream
education to such a degree that it affects their behaviour and attendance at school.

Our aim is to help these young people to grow in self-awareness, self-esteem, confidence,
and interpersonal skills through our nurturing 1:1 approach and so be equipped to reconnect
and be more engaged at school.

Young people referred to us have one to one sessions with our well-trained team of youth
workers. Using the National Youth Work Curriculum as the basis of our work, each session is
bespoke to the individual young person and starts with the young person and their strengths;
building on these to help meet need. Through non-formal learning, our sessions teach life
skills and begin to deal with issues such as anger management, low self-worth and lack of
confidence.

Our programme sets out three streams of involvement:

1) Short term intervention for those struggling to engage at school.
e Providing a time bounded intervention programme that gives young people some
breathing space and opportunity for targeted work around specific issues.

2) Long term development, enrichment, and confidence building.
e Providing young people ongoing provision throughout the academic year. This
regular support is key to establishing a secure and nurturing base from which
young people can have confidence to achieve.

3) Outreach or detached intervention work.
e Reaching out to those who do not attend school; this could include picking them
up from home, engaging them in activities that fit their strengths and interests,
and building skills.

4) Work skills development.
¢ Providing work experience opportunities to build skills. We offer practical
gardening work experience including use of tools, PPE and Health and Safety. We
also offer work experience at our surplus food grocery with opportunity to gain a
food hygiene certificate.

Learning Plus shows young people that they are valued and that people are interested in their
contributions.
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National Youth Work Curriculum

Young people are at the core of the curriculum with the key National Youth Work
principles of youth work as the cornerstones of engagement: Curriculum: Education

» Empowerment
» Participation

> Equality

» Education

Outcomes National
Framework Occupational

Standards

Through each session our youth worker builds a voluntary and
trusting relationship facilitating the young person’s ‘personal,
social, and educational development and enabling them to gain
a voice, influence and place in society’.

Intervention themes that can be explored through each session
include:

Identity and Belonging:
Who are we? What do we think about ourselves?
Growing in confidence and understanding worth. qualiy o s

Standards
Health and Well Being:
Exploring how we stay healthy physically, socially, emotionally, and mentally.

Skills Development:
Learning about personal skills, social skills, life skills and discovering new skills.

Healthy and Safe Relationships:
How do we get on with others? What is a healthy relationship?

Each session with a young person is bespoke and the themes above are explored through
activity. The activities we offer include:

e Music - We have a fully operational recording studio including use of professional
software and equipment. Young people can work towards Rock School Grades.

¢  Woodwork - We have a small workshop where we offer woodworking activities such as
building bird boxes and planters.

e Cooking and food technology - This could include simple meals for one or a group,
cooking to a budget, catering for an event, using fresh produce from our allotment or
taking part in Cre8 community meals.

e Practical skills and work experience - We offer experience in grounds maintenance,
horticulture, painting and other general practical maintenance.

e Gardening - Cre8 has an allotment garden, which is used for horticulture and practical
garden skills and growing food for us to use in our cooking.

e Mechanics - Basic mechanic skills and learning, through working on a lawnmower engine.

e Artand craft - We offer a wide range of art and craft activities such as painting,
sculpture, theory, modelling, origami, and sewing.

Cre8 Macclesfield Ltd is a company limited by guarantee number 07737871 and a registered charity number 1147150
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Locations

We run Learning Plus from Cre8'’s three locations, which are all within walking distance from
each other in Macclesfield; these are:

» St Barnabas Church on Lyme Avenue where we have an allotment garden.

» The Cre8 Community Building where we have a music recording studio.

» The Cre8 House which has one to one tuition rooms, a workshop, and a fully equipped
kitchen.

Transport to and from school or home can be provided to help facilitate engagement with
each session.

Reporting

We use a Graduated Approach within our reporting, using the Assess, Plan, Do, Review
model to set objectives and track progress. This forms the basis of regular reporting and
integrates with standard SEN reporting methods.

Our reports also include activities the young person has completed and clear feedback on
intervention themes set during referral.

We are available to attend meetings concerning the young person and their education plan.
We are able to advocate for the young person and report back as necessary.

Referral Process

Our referral process gives referrers the opportunity to highlight specific themes and
objectives that we can address with the young person, which are constantly under review.

A Stepping Stone

Young People accessing our Learning Plus project are also able to access the other activities
that Cre8 offers such as the Cre8 Music Project, Club Nights for both primary and secondary
ages, residentials, holiday activities, community events, and employment on our social
enterprise businesses ‘Cre8 Enterprise’ and ‘Cre8 Facilities’ (over 16’s). Cre8 also runs a
surplus food grocery, one-off events, and community activities throughout the year.

Established in 2005, Cre8 is an award winning charity which promotes learning, work and
community building through activities and projects with children, young people and their
families. Cre8 has been particularly successful in engaging hard-to-reach and NEET (Not in
Education, Employment or Training) individuals and their families and involving them in
making positive contributions to their communities.



